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RE: The Computer-Karaoke Guide

"I'd been thinking about making the plunge and purchasing the
package for a few days. Not knowing what I'd get and whether I'd be
able to use it then | thought, 'Why not! It's just a few pounds to lose
but there’s the possibility of so much to gain'. So | went ahead.

Amazed is an understatement. Getting up and running was very
straight forward. The help was outstanding. A little later and | realized
that literally every karaoke song in existence is there available for me
to download. | already have a small but increasing in size collection to
offer back to the rest of the members.

Funny really. There was me just a few hours ago wondering if I'd get
value for money and here | am now with a small collection that
exceeds in monetary value my initial package purchase price.
Remarkable!

Thanks to all involved.

Tony in Hull. UK
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Introduction
This guide contains the information you need to know if you plan to copy karaoke discs. Like all of my guides,
you must follow it step-by-step.

“Karaoke Disc”, “CDG”, & “CD+G” are interchangeable terms. They are all the same thing: A CD plus Graphics to
make up a music disc that also displays graphics (song lyrics).

Most karaoke enthusiasts who own a PC have no idea how to correctly rip and burn a karaoke disc (CDG). About
5 years ago, | was one of those people. Using any CD burning software, it was fairly simple to rip the music. Ah,
but the graphics (song lyrics) — this was another issue. Every disc | made had music, but there were no graphics
when | played it in one of our karaoke systems. | didn’'t know the graphics were part of a sub-code (special track)
written to the disc during original production. Once | was able to identify what the problem was, it was time to
locate a solution.

| tried dozens of programs until | ran across CDRWIN. Finally, a program that claimed to extract and copy
karaoke tracks. | found the program at Golden Hawk Technology’s website. When | read their Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs), it was now apparent | also had to have a compatible drive. Well, lucky for me, mine was
indeed compatible and we’ll find out shortly if your drive is CDG-compatible.

NOTES: When installing programs on a PC running Windows XP, you must be logged in with
Administrator privileges. All screenshots may look slightly different than what’s shown on
your screen, depending on which version of Windows you have and the color scheme being
used. These screenshots are from a PC running WinXP using the “Classic” theme.

PRINT THIS GUIDE! The screenshots may look better printed than on your monitor
and it’s only 13 pages. ©

Questions you may have:
“Some karaoke disc publishers have implemented copy-protection. How do | get around this?”
“What if my drive is not CDG-compatible?”
“Do | need special discs to create CDGs?”
“Will my properly created discs work in any CDG player?”
“Will my discs play in a regular CD player?”
“How fast should | burn when creating CDGs?”

Answers: All of these questions are addressed in this guide. ©

Downloading and Installing CDRWIN

First, download CDRWIN v3.9k from the following link and “SAVE?” it to your Desktop:

Click here. (You should be able to click it and begin the download. If not, this is a setting issue with Acrobat
Reader.) NOTE: There is another “CDRWIN” program from a different company floating around on the Internet —
it is totally different and does not copy CDGs.

Next, double-click cdr39k-e to install. Best bet: Allow it to install in the default directory, CACDRWIN3, and
answer “Yes” when asked if you want to also install the ASPI drivers. See image below:

zl
Do you want to ingtall the ASPI drivers supplied
with CORWAR?

MOTE: These diivers can be enabled or
dizabled from within CORWIN.

" Mo

(]9 E I Cancel
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Checking Compatibility
To run CDRWIN, go to Start Menu >> (All) Programs >> Golden Hawk Technology >> CDRWIN.

The first screen reminds you the program is in “Demonstration Mode”. It is fully-functional, but is limited to 1x
recording speed.

Click “OK” at this window:

CDRWIN - Demonstration Version

>»2>» This software is currently running in DEMOMNSTRATICON mode <<<<

All recording operations are limited to minimum speed anly

If wou wish to purchase and unlock this software, then please contact us by Email or phone
[oruse our online ardering form). Once unlocked, this program will become fully functional
and this message boxwill no longer be displayed.

Golden Hawk Technology Phone :603-429-1008

9089 Columbia Circle Fhod :603-425-0073

terrimack, MH 03054 Wb weane. qoldenhawd:. com
LS4 Email :supponr@goldenhawk.com

NOTE: Do not contact Golden Hawk for any reason! They make a terrific program, but are not experts
when it comes to copying CDGs. Furthermore, unlock keys are FREE (see “Last Page” for details).

Here’s your next screen:

e

I've numbered the four (4) buttons/options discussed in this guide.
Note: This screenshot used v3.9F

Start by pressing the button numbered “3” above, Devices and Settings. Here’s the screen you will see:
x|

Disks | Adapters | ASPI | Caching | Defauts
Readers | Recorders I Muki-Recorders I Transporters

Devices

— Supported Features —
Read Audio Discs Ird
Read Subcode Information v
Read CO+Graphics Discs Ird

— Reading Speeds
Maximum Audio Speed
Maximum Data Speed

g

ok | Cancd |  Hep |

If you have multiple CDROM drives, that red arrow
shows where you can choose the one to check.

-4-
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All three (3) boxes will be checked if your drive can READ karaoke discs. You cannot change the status — either
they are checked or they or not. Some drives can read, but not write, CD+Graphics — and vice versa.
Next, click the “Recorders” tab to see if your drive(s) can write/record CD+G:

x
Disks | Adapters | ASPI | Caching | Defauts

Readers Recorders | Muki-Recorders I Transporters

Devices

— Supported Features
Whitable Disc Types : CDR
Rewrtable Disc Types : CD-RW
Record Track-at-once Ird
Record Disc-at-once [
Record CD+Graphics iIrd
Record CD-TEXT v

— Recording Speeds
Minimum / Maximum Speed :  Tx / 40k

ok | cCancd |  Hep |

Again, these are either checked or they are not — you cannot change them. Click “OK” to exit “Devices and
Settings”.

Non-Compatible Drives
Most CD-writers on the market today, as well as those installed in new computers, are not CDG-compatible.

If your drive is not CDG-compatible, you can either:

o Download original karaoke tracks produced by any CDG publisher and create your own karaoke discs.
I've written a step-by-step booklet that shows you how to make CDGs using any CD-writer, including
DVD/CD combo drives. This is one of several free bonuses to all new customers. All bonus guides
include the necessary programs (no limitations, no registration required). ..OR..

e Replace your drive inexpensively. The best ones are all made by Plextor and cost the same as non-
compatible drives.

Ripping CDG Tracks with a Compatible Drive
First, Place a karaoke disc (CDG; CD+G) in your CD-writer.

Next, press the button numbered “2” as seen here:
45! CORWIN - Version 3.9F

Note: This screenshot used v3.9F
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Click “OK” when this box pops up:
x|

This program is currently in demonstration mode. ..
All recording operations are restricted to 1% speed.

Check over the next window and make all necessary changes before continuing:
Extract Disc/Tracks/Sectors to Image File o ]

Estract Mode.. ¢ Disc Image/Cusshectet® Select Tracks ¢ Select Sectors ¢ Read Disc Only

CD Reader Tick this option
|0:1:0 DLEXTOR CD-R  DH-W40122 1.02 j J Load| Eiectl TDE|
Image Filename File Format
Iriptest ‘—IT‘,'DB "riptest" as seen here.l J IAUTDMAHC j
 Track Selection————————— — Sector Selection

SelectAll | Clearall | Inwert | Start End Datatype

| | Jawdio (2352) =

For this test, you'll
only select (click)
the first track.

—HReading Option:
¥ Rawd W CD+G | [T COTEXT [ otllhlicEr

‘_ Your settings
Error Recowvery should look

& abot € |gnore | Replace like these.

Jitter Cormection
& Ao Enshle | Disable

Subcode Analysis

@ futg € Figed 47 Dizable € Quick Pl

0 todel @ Mode? . —
@ Audio O COI DataSpeed |8« ~|| Read Retwy Count ID

" Mame Files Sequentials|  When ripping }% 8 || Subcode Thiesholof 500
CDG tracks, use

4-8x speed for .
START best results. Help | Save Settings | Restore Defaults |

Make sure yours looks just like this before continuing!

Note: If the last track is YELLOW while the others are all red, that disc uses a copy-protection scheme.
For this test, choose another disc that has only RED numbered circles for all tracks. If none of the tracks
have any color, see the section titled “Copy-Protection Schemes”.

When you're sure everylthing looks right, click “Stlalrt":

START .& I Lloze | Help | Save Settings | Restore Defaults |

ERROR - If you receive an error message, please go to the “Troubleshooting” section.

CDRWIN will analyze the disc layout and begin ripping the track as seen here:

Fieading AUDID Sectors 000000 ta 016891

L]

22% Complete
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After the track has been successfully ripped, you will see this box. Click “OK”:
x|

Cdrwin

1 ) Operation Successfully Completed !

You’ve just ripped a karaoke song from a CDG! Click the “Close” button as seen here:
=101 x|

Extract Disc/Tracks/Sectors to Image File

Extract Mode... ' Disc lmage/Cueshest & " Select Sectors ¢ Read Disc Only
CD Reader
|0:1:0 DLEXTOR CD-B  DH-W4012R 1.02 j J ﬂl M El
Image Filenarme File Farrat
[riptest | Jouomanic 7]
r— Track Selection — Sector Selection

Selectall | Clearall | Irwert | Start End Datatype

| | Jwdia [2252) =

— Reading Option:
¥ Raw W CD+G T[T COTExT [T WMCH/ASEC

Errar Recowven
& pbot € Ignore © Replace

Jitter Cormection
& Auto © Enable ¢ Disable

Subcode Analysis
%tk €€ Figed ) Disable € Guick € Ful

) hdodel
@ Audio

0 tode?
o Col

Data Speed IS:-; vl Fead Rety Count ID

[~ Mame Files Sequentially

Audio Speed IS:-; vl Subzode Threshold |3DD

START I

Help | Save Settings | Hestoregefaultsl

Cloze V\NSJ

Copyright © 2004-2005 R. W. Smith
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Open Windows Explorer and go to your “C:\CDRWINS3” folder. You'll see the track you just ripped:

il
J Fle Edit WVew Favorites Tools Help | .ﬂ..
J @ Back = -\) - l.@ 7> ) Search HT:“ Folders '
| address [ c:\corwing = £1
Folders ¥ | _Mame = | size | Type | Date Modified |
2 g Local Disk (C:) d Cdrwin.mt 1KB CNT File 3/22/2004 12:00 AM
- ' = B cdrwin.dat 1KE DAT File 3/22/2004 12:00 AM
) adaptec @Cdrwin.exe 1,084KB Application 3/22/2004 12:00 AM
[ audiograbber @) Cdrwin.hip 85KB Help File 3/22/2004 12:00 AM
. ﬁjcleanup.exe 81KB Application 3/22/2004 12:00 AM
= Dommen and Settings [Z] INSTALL.LOG 4KB TextDocument  6/21/2004 9:53 PM
=) Epson & ||@ riptest.bin 40,383KB  BINFile £/24/2004 10:58 PM

Karaoke tracks are ripped to a “.bin” (binary) format. If you’ve ever extracted songs from a music CD, you’ll notice

the file size is comparable.

Shameless Plug: Just as you can convert “wav” to “mp3”, The Computer-Karaoke Guide™
includes programs to compress “.bin” files by over 85% and play them on your PC in either
format (“.bin” or compressed) — and they play exactly the same, including lyrics! ©

Pick up your copy here!


http://www.karaokeinfo.com/secure/shop/affclicks.php?pid=dannymo1
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Recording CDG Tracks with a Compatible Drive

Remove your CDG and place a blank CDR in the same drive. Do not use re-writable discs (CDR/W) when
recording karaoke tracks. Also, no special CDRs are needed! Use the same recordable discs you would use for
any other media (music, data, etc.)

Bob’s recommendations:
1. Use CDRs with no color on top, but rather have the brand name etched. Memorex, Verbatim, and
Imation can be purchased like this. If you can’t see the top when shopping, don’t buy them.
2. Use discs that can record much faster than what you'll use them for (e.g. Use 48x speed CDRs
even though you only record karaoke tracks at 8-10x speed).

Click the button numbered “1” as shown here:
¥ CORWIN - Version 3.9F i [

Note: This screenshot used v3.9F

Click “OK” when the “demonstration mode” reminder pops up. This is your next screen:
Record Disc o

COROM Recorder
Devices... |
— Recording Information
Load Cuesheet. .. |
Cueshest Statuz

Pleaze click on "Load Cuesheet” or "Load Tracks". Load Tracks... |
Mumber of Files : / Dis: Lapot |

Murnber of Tracks :
Murmber of Cuepaints : Fiecord Dise |
Disc Bunning Time :
Approw. Recaording Time :

Help |
— Recording Options :
" TestMode [ Rawtode [ OpenMew Sessionl ¥ Underun Pratection 2ave Settings |
[ Use disc transporter to make |1 copies 1w - Festore Defaults |

Speed cannot be changed while CDRWIN is in “demo” mode. Check “Underrun Protection” if your drive supports
it (check your CD-Writer's documentation). Click “Load Tracks” as seen above.
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Next screen:

Track Pregap: ID zecond(z]

Dise Type: § Audio

[ Enable CO-TEXT Disc Tille |

Remove | Clear | §ave.-’-\s...| Compute Time

AFTER checking the "CD+G" circle up top,
click the "Add" button to choose which
tracks will be recorded to your blank CDR.

'ou can alzo use "drag and drop" to load files from the Windows Explarer or to
change the order of the files in the abaove list. ‘When CD-TEXT iz enabled, the
filenames will be uzed as the titles for each of the tracks.

K I Cahcel | Help

Just like the image above says, tick the “CD+G” circle, then click “Add”.

The default folder will be C:\CDRWINS3, so this is fairly simple. Just highlight (click with your mouse) “riptest” and

click “Open”:

Look in: | 3 CDRWIN3 - «@merE

File name: Iriptest kin j Open 4

Fies o bype: [CD=G Fies bin."cdg) 4| Cancel
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Now, click “OK” as seen below:

Dise Type: § Awdio & CO+G  Track Pregap: ID_second[s]

[ Enable CO-TEXT  Disc Title I

Remove | Clear | §ave.-’-\s...| Compute Time

CACDRYWIM 3sriptest. bin

'ou can alzo use "drag and drop" to load files from the Windows Explarer or to
change the order of the files in the abaove list. ‘When CD-TEXT iz enabled, the
filenames will be uzed as the titles for each of the tracks.

DK%' Cahcel | Help |

Click “Record Disc”:

_iix

COROM Recorder

Devices... |

— Recarding Information

Cuesheet Status Load Cueshest...

Tracks were successhully loaded... Load Tracks... |
Murnber of Files c e (Lewautt. |
Murnber of Tracks c 1
Mumber of Cuepaints @ 1 ,FH ecard Disc |
Dizz Running Time o 034717
Approx. Becording Time 9 minutes

Help |

— Recording Dptions :

[~ TestMode | RawMode | OpenMewSession W Undenun Protection Save Settings |
[~ Use disc transparter to make |1 copies Speed Ih; vl Restore Defaults |

ERROR - If you receive an error message, please go to the “Troubleshooting” section.

CDRWIN will begin recording and show you its progress:

Dizc Completion Status...

L] ] ]

49% Complete

-10 -
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Click “OK’ when finished:
x|

‘Ej) Operation Successfully Completed !

Click “Close”:
1=k

COROM Recorder

I"J :1:0 PLEXTOR CD-R  PX-W40122 1.02 j Devices... |
— Recording Information
Load Cuesheet. .. |
Cueshest Statuz
acks £ 3l sfully loaded.. Load Tracks... |
MNurnber of Files c 1 e LLwantt. |
Murnber of Tracks 21
Murmber of Cuepaints o1 Becord Disc |
Dizc: Running Time o 03477
Approx. Recording Time @ 9 minutes
Help |
— Recording Options :
[~ TestMode [~ Rawhode | OpenMewSession W Undenun Protection 2ave Seltings |

[ Use disc transporter to make |1 copies Speed I‘Ix vi Festore Defaults |

Now, click #4 (“Exit”):

4! CORWIN - Version 3.9F

Note: This screenshot used v3.9F

You’ve just created a karaoke disc! Like any CDG, it will play (including song lyrics) in any CDG player. Also,
like any CDG, you can use a normal CD player to hear the music on this disc.

NOTE: Your CD-ROM drive cannot play this or any other CDG. In fact, if you use Windows Explorer to
look at the files on any CDG, you will see they have a “.cda” extension. Karaoke discs will not play directly
from a CD-ROM unless you have special software installed. There’s a more versatile method of playing
karaoke songs on your PC covered in The Computer-Karaoke Guide™.

Troubleshooting

The demo version of CDRWIN may give you an error when trying to rip/burn karaoke songs. Most CD-R/W drives
today have a minimum speed of “4x”. Since the demo is trying to read/write at “1x” speed, CDRWIN will throw an
error because the drive is not able to accommodate the speed.

ONLINE CUSTOMER SUPPORT FORUMS: http://www.karaokeinfo.com/support/bb

Order The Computer-Karaoke Guide™ and gain full access to our Support Bulletin Board. Member
posts include FREE unlock info for CDRWIN, CloneCD, & much more!

11 -
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Copy-Protection Schemes
Karaoke discs using copy-protection typically have an extra track on them, as seen here:
[_ (o]

" Fead Dizc Only

Extract Disc/Tracks/Sectors to Image File

Ewtract Mode... % Disc Image/Cuesheet Select Tracks
CD Reader

Il:D:D PLEXTOR CD-R

" Select Sectars

PH-W401Z4 1.0Z

Image Filename

File: Farmat

— Track Selection

.| [AOTomaTiE

[

— Sector Selection

SelectAIIl [Elearn sl I Start End

— Reading Option
" Réwt W CD+G [ CD-TEXT [ MCNASRC

Error Becovery
& sbot ¢ lgnore ¢ Replace

Jitter Correction
& futa " Enable ¢ Disahble

[ atatype
[ i (2352)

H

Subcode Analysiz
5 5 & Auto © Fiked ¢ Dizable . Quick © Full
hodel hdode?
@ Audic O CDOI Data Speed |4:-: vl Read Retry Count ID

Audio Speed Idx 'I Subcode Threshold |3DD

I= | Hame Files Sequentialis

START I

Cloze | Help | Hestoregefaultsl Save Settings |

The Computer-Karaoke Guide™ teaches you how to successfully copy tracks from this disc.

A few discs now have an additional copy-protection scheme. When you click the “Extract Disc/Tracks/Sectors”
button of CDRWIN, you might see the following:

— Track Selection

Select Al | Clear sl | Irwvert |

12 ]a]a]|s @l

0 [ T R

1|12 13| 14|15 |
¥

) todel bodez

@ Audio O CDI

SOLUTION: Download these tracks, and then burn them to disc. You will now have an
exact duplicate of this disc, even though you didn’t rip a single track from it. ©

-12-
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Last Page

When you record (burn) karaoke discs, your best results will be obtained between 4x and 10x speed. Burning any
faster can result in “pitted” graphics/lyrics and overall lower quality. The same is true when extracting/ripping
karaoke tracks from a CDG. So, even if your CD-R/W drive can burn at 52x, this does not mean you'll get
favorable results at that speed when ripping/burning karaoke files. Higher speeds work fine for music and data
files, but not CDGs.

All but 3 burners made by Plextor are CDG-compatible, including DVD-/+CD-R/W combo models. These models
are not compatible: PX-208U(EOL), PX-504A/UF(EOL) and PX-230A/SW. All other models are compatible.

We started offering my “How To” guides in February 2003 and have 1,000’s of customers worldwide.
We absolutely deliver what we promise. © All customer comments/testimonials are authentic and you
can read several of them here.

"My neighbor gave me your web address and asked me to look at it. | did and told him it
sounded too good to be true. | then told him to buy it and if it is a scam | would give him half of
the money he spent. This way, both of us wouldn't be out the full amount. After he got it installed
he called me over and showed me what the program consisted of. First thing | did was to go

E. Higgs
Middleton, OH

Consider the value of your time. It took me years to learn what | can now teach you in one evening.
The majority of new customers are folks who have visited our sites at least one time in the past. They
simply got fed up wasting their time. We have unique products that are a fantastic, cost-effective
investment for anyone who enjoys karaoke and owns a computer. All the necessary programs are
included and there are no additional fees for any software or karaoke song downloads. Nothing;
None; Zip; Zero!

Details regarding The Computer-Karaoke Guide™ are here:
http://www.karaokeinfo.com

| hope you found this guide useful and have a better understanding of what'’s involved to properly copy CDGs.

See you online,

I

( ;? b

Bob Smith
Karaokelnfo®
http://www.karaokeinfo.com

-13-
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